227

tirtham at the foot of the Hill at some distance from the
Asram. His wife and child went to Ramanasram and
invited him home. Maharshi also advised him to attend
to his social duties. But he had finally resolved to break
away from domestic duties, and, discarding all solicitation
and advice, is now wandering as a mourn, keenly intent on
developing his Vairagya and Jnana (dispassion and illu-
mination), living upon alms.

Yogi Ramiah belongs to the community of Reddiars
and is a rich landed proprietor of Annareddipoliem, near
Buchireddipoliem, Nellore District. He received hardly
any education. Being the sole owner of his properties he
had every inducement to pass his days merrily with his
thoughtless companions, boys of his own age. But just
at about the age of eighteen his thoughts took a serious
turn on reading the life of Kabir and he gave up his
former associates and took interest in religion. A Brah-
min Guru imparted to him the Rama Taraka mantram
and asked him to repeat it five thousand times daily. " If
the number is exceeded, what then ? " asked the ardent
youth. " So much the better", was the Guru's reply.
^ If I repeat it always ? " was the next querry. The Guru
was delighted at the keenness of the disciple's enthusiasm
and expressed warm approval. Ramiah went on with his
japam from morning till night whatever he might be doing.
He also practised breath control. Meantime vairagya or
disgust with his worldly surroundings, waxed so strong in
his breast that he suddenly left home to go north to per-
form tapas in some holy places like Kasi. On the way
he met his Guru who asked him if he had obtained his
mother's permission for the pilgrimage. When he admit-
ted that he had not, the Guru sent him back to his village.